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G0NFIBfiNTIAL 


Military Situation in South Vietnam 


Overall 


The North Vietnamese are going all-out to achieve a military 
victory. It appears that even the last combat division remaining 
in North Vietnam is maneuvering to enter the battle. 

-- The North Vietnamese are concentrating their major effort in 
several areas: MR~lQuang Tri/Hue, MR-2 Kontum and on the 
coast in Binh Dinh Province; MR-3 in An Loc Area and near 
Parrot's Beak. They apparently hope to take at least four provin- 
cial capitals. 

In eleven of the forty-four provinces, important fighting has gone on 
and continues. In the remaining thirty-three provinces, the govern- 
ment and the population continue to function normally. The South 
Vietnamese appear strong in MR-3 and 4. Certain areas of MR-1 
like Hue and Kontum in the central highlands are under greater threat. 

-- ARVN has fought well but performance has varied. In places like 
An Loc they held out against a heavy and continuous assault and 
appear to have achieved a significant victory. After holding around 
Quang Tri for more than a month they have finally withdrawn. 

-- South Vietnamese capability to turn back the offensive is a function 
of many factors. Two important intangibles are: (1) their resolve 
and will to fight and (2) the extent of the damage done to the enemy. 

-- There is no question that the enemy has been badly hurt. They 

reportedly have lost over 22, 000 men, 300 tanks, and 5000 weapons 
on the battlefield. No one knows yet how long the enemy can sustain 
the offensive. 

ARVN forces have sustained significant damage but it is not of 
decisive proportions. Of 190 maneuver battalions, 16 are now 
ineffective. (27 are only partially effective.) The South Vietnamese 
have lost over 3000 men, 

-- Our air effort has been substantial and significantly the Vietnamese 

Air Force has flown about one-third of the sorties, 
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CONFIDENTIAL . 


Military Region 1 

There have been three major enemy efforts to take the Quang Tri area: 

. Firsts between 30 March and 5 April reached no further that the 
west bank of the Cua Viet River. 

. Second, between April 8-11, piecemeal tank and infantry attacks 
which resulted in heavy losses without significant gains. ARVN 
initiatives to expand perimeter to West were not successful. 

. Third effort on 27 April finally succeeded with the withdrawal 
yesterday of ARVN forces to the southeast to an area north of 
Hue. 

- - There are currently three North Vietnamese divisions attacking South 

Vietnamese positions in the Quang Tri/Hue area along with seven independen 
infantry regiments, and additional tank, artillery, engineer and anti-air- 
craft units. Altogether, Hanoi has thrown some 40, 000 men into the 
Quang Tri battle alone. (There are more than 25, 000 SVN in this area. ) 

--In addition, a fourth North Vietnamese division (the 325th) is now on its 
way south and will probably join the attacking force. 

-- Both sides have taken heavy casualties but we believe the North 
Vietnamese have taken considerably more than ARVN. 

-- ARVN commanders are determined to hold Hue. The enemy would like 
to cut the vital supply Route 1 south of Hue. However, ARVN has been 
able to keep that supply line open. 

-- There are nearly 150, 000 refugees in Hue and more are arriving every 
moment as they flee both the fighting and the invading North Vietnamese. 
Vigorous efforts are being made to move as many as possible further 
south to Danang and reception centers are being set up to feed and house 
them. 

-- Our ships are providing gunfire in support of ARVN units along the key 
coastal road Route 1 and our tactical aircraft as well as B-52 , s are flying 
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G ONFIBEN T IAL . 


daily missions in support of ARVN. For example, on the second of 
May we flew some 421 tactical air strikes in Military Region 1 alone 
and an additional 36 B-52 strikes. 

Military Region 2 

The long anticipated major enemy offensive in the central highlands 

began in the middle of last month. 

There are two North Vietnamese divisions around Kontum City and 
they are clearly preparing for an assault which could come at any time. 

--In preparation for that attack, enemy units closed Route 19 which 
leads from the coast to the central highlands but last weekend South 
Korean troops opened the road after many days of heavy fighting with 
North Vietnamese forces. 

-- The enemy has also made some gains in the coastal province of 

Binh Dinh, an area where the communists have traditionally been strong. 
Several districts in the northern portion of that province were the last 
to be pacified and now have become the first to slip back toward communist 
control. This was not unexpected in a situation where ARVN main force 
units are tied down in fighting North Vietnamese forces. Once that threat 
has been contained, ARVN will be able to resume the task of returning 
such areas to government control. 

Military Region 3 


The siege of An Loc has lessened considerably in recent days. 

-- After three weeks of intense fighting, some of it house to house, ARVN, 
supported by heavy air strikes has driven the enemy from the northern 
portion of the town. 

-- No enemy tanks have been seen in the An Loc area since April 20, suggesting 
that the communists lost most of their armor in the unsuccessful attack 
on An Loc. 

-- It is clear from the intensity of the enemy attack and the number of men 
and tanks thrown against An Loc that the communists were determined to 
take this provincial capital. It was a near thing for a few days but ARVN 
held firm. • 
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-- The enemy, of course, does not give up easily and we now see signs 
that he intends to try another round of attacks perhaps in Tay Ninh 
Province or even closer to Saigon if he can slip enough troops by 
ARYN defenses. 

Military Region 4 


Enemy initiated action in the delta provinces has been heavier than normal 

but far below what has been happening in the rest of the country. 

--In part, this is due to the fact that the enemy's supply lines are much 
longer and more tenuous than in the rest of the country. It is more 
difficult for North Vietnam to keep main force units in the field at a 
high rate of combat. 

-- In part also, it is due to the aggressiveness of the ARVN Military Region 
Commander, General Truong who is rated as one of the best in the South 
Vietnamese army. 

-- One of the more encouraging aspects of this current round of fighting 

has been the performance of the rural and popular forces in South Vietnam 
particularly in the delta where ARVN regular forces were pulled out to 
fight further north. 

-- Most of the fighting that has taken place in the delta in the last month 
has been confined to two provinces. Life goes on pretty much the same 
in the rest of the area. 

-- ARVN forces which had been encircled in the Kampong Trach area 
just across the border in Cambodia have broken out and now provide 
a mobile reserve for MR-4. They are creditied with rendering the 
equivalent of 1 NVA regiment ineffective and successfully blocking 
a main NVA infiltration route into the Delta. 

North Vietnam 


-- The strikes against Haiphong and Hanoi on April 16 were very successful. 
Port functions were tied up for some days and POL losses were 
substantial. 
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- CONFIDENTIAL? - 


“ " Other B-52 and tactical air strikes have been producing numerous 
secondary explosions. We have lost no B-52 aircraft in these 
strikes although the enemy is estimated to have fired more than 700 
SAM missiles against our aircraft since the offensive began. (We 
have lost 11 fixed-wing aircraft over North Vietnam since March 30, ) 

-- Naval gunfire has been effectively employed along the coast. 

Actions US Has Taken 

-- Five aircraft carriers are now off Vietnam and a sixth will arrive 
shortly. 

-- 40 destroyers and 4 cruisers are off Vietnam. The Newport News, an 

older cruiser with substantial gunfire capability (nine, 8 inch .and twelve 5~inc 
guns) and four more destroyers will arrive shortly. (2 of the current 
cruisers are primarily for antiaircraft purposes.) 

-- There are now nearly 140 B-52s in Southeast Asia. (There were 55 on 
January 1, 1972.) 

-- There are now over 370 land-based F-4 strike aircraft in the area. 

(There were 229 on January 1, 1972.) 
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